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APRIL                                                                                              2022

Two Things You’re Two Things You’re 
Seeing the Last of!Seeing the Last of!

If you were at the Members Meeting a couple of weeks back you If you were at the Members Meeting a couple of weeks back you 
heard that I (Carl Jones, Vair-iety Editor) will be stepping down heard that I (Carl Jones, Vair-iety Editor) will be stepping down 
after this issue of the Vair-iety. The Vair-iety will be in very capable after this issue of the Vair-iety. The Vair-iety will be in very capable 
hands as David Bailey will be taking the reins. David was the Editor hands as David Bailey will be taking the reins. David was the Editor 
several years ago and has once again agreed to take over publishing several years ago and has once again agreed to take over publishing 
the Vair-iety. In the meantime I hope you enjoy this copy of the the Vair-iety. In the meantime I hope you enjoy this copy of the 
newsletter and I would like to all who have made such kind newsletter and I would like to all who have made such kind 
comments about the newsletter and my efforts over the last few comments about the newsletter and my efforts over the last few 
years, it has been my pleasure.years, it has been my pleasure.
I will not be driving quietly into the sunset as the picture in the I will not be driving quietly into the sunset as the picture in the 
heading above depicts but I will be volunteering quite a bit of time heading above depicts but I will be volunteering quite a bit of time 
with the Corvair Preservation Foundation (CPF). I will still be a with the Corvair Preservation Foundation (CPF). I will still be a 
part of CNW as will the Whale and the Truck, but I have been part of CNW as will the Whale and the Truck, but I have been 
asked to Chair the Capital Campaign Committee for CPF. asked to Chair the Capital Campaign Committee for CPF. 
Over the past few years CPF has been moving locations due to lost Over the past few years CPF has been moving locations due to lost 
leases and need for  a larger space and have finally decided to buy leases and need for  a larger space and have finally decided to buy 
or build our own museum building so that we can have a or build our own museum building so that we can have a 
permanent place to call home. Most of the details will be worked permanent place to call home. Most of the details will be worked 
out over the next several months and the Capital Campaign will be out over the next several months and the Capital Campaign will be 
publicly launched in July at the International Convention and each publicly launched in July at the International Convention and each 
of you and our club will have a chance to make a permanent mark of you and our club will have a chance to make a permanent mark 
on the museum. on the museum. 
I would like to tell you more but at this point I cannot. Suffice it to I would like to tell you more but at this point I cannot. Suffice it to 
say that the future of CPF and our beloved Corvairs is about to say that the future of CPF and our beloved Corvairs is about to 
launch into the 21launch into the 21stst century with a  century with a permanency. permanency. 

The other thing you’re seeing the last of is the logo in the heading The other thing you’re seeing the last of is the logo in the heading 
of this newsletter. The Board of Directors thought it was time to of this newsletter. The Board of Directors thought it was time to 
make some changes and you’ll see the new logo in next month’s make some changes and you’ll see the new logo in next month’s 
issue of the Vair-iety. You will also be seeing new patches and new issue of the Vair-iety. You will also be seeing new patches and new 
window decals with the new logo on them soon. If you can’t wait to window decals with the new logo on them soon. If you can’t wait to 
see them just go to the CNW website and check it out.see them just go to the CNW website and check it out.
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COMING EVENTS

MONTHLY
Board of Directors 
Meeting
1st Saturday of each month 
Conference Call 9:30 AM
Members Meeting
3rd Saturday of each month 
Rockin Bowl Cafe 1624 E. Main, 
Puyallup, 8:30-9:30 AM

MAY
20th-22nd Northwest 
Corvair Econo-Run 
See pages 7 & 8 for details.

JUNE
12TH Orphan & 
Discontinued Car Show 
GRIOT'S Garage 3333 S. 38th 
St, Tacoma 10 AM- 2 PM

JULY
Dean Smith Memorial
Cruise Exact date and route   
To be Determined

SEPTEMBER
5th Air Cooled Autumn Car 
Show Triple X, 98 NE Gilman 
Blvd., Issaquah 10 AM-3 PM

OCTOBER
12th  Fall Tune Up Kent 
Sullivan’s Garage 6408 125th 
Ave., Kirkland, 10 AM-3 PM

DECEMBER
12th  Christmas Party 
Griot’s Garage 3333 S. 38th 
Street, Tacoma 10 AM-2 PM



The Steering Column

CNW members:

Hello fellow car club members,

We are in the throes of spring and that means 
getting our classics out on the road! 

I was vairy excited to host the 2022 Spring 
tune-up day at my shop last Saturday, what a 
great turnout and I am grateful to all that 
attended. 

We are also gearing up for the Econo Run 
happening in less than two weeks and hope 
everyone can attend and travel on a wonderful 
drive around the canal. 

Right after the Econo Run, our Orphan and 
Discontinued car show will be next on tap in 
June so hopefully your classics after a quick 
shine can attend that show as well. 

We have a lot coming up but we need to make 
up for lost time because of Covid and what 
better way to do that than to enjoy each others 
company at our club events. Safe motoring.

Ron
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PARKING  

PARKING

Board of Directors Meeting
May 8, 2021

Attendees:
Ron Backman-President, Rob Leone-Vice 
President, David Thatcher-Treasurer, Lauren 
Burton, 
Troy Hull, David Bailey.

Meeting opened at 7:10pm. David T read the 
Treasurer report and stated we had $1125.00 in 
Checking. 

Lauren stated we signed up two members at the 
Tune-up day on the 7th of May. 

Dave Bailey reported on the status of the 
transition of the newsletter from Carl to him. 

Discussion from the Board about the Spring 
tune-up at Ron's shop in Rochester. 

Under old business the Econo Run was 
discussed and what areas needed to be worked 
on and finalized. Board and Club members 
were assigned tasks associated with the Econo  
Run and it was agreed to meet next Sunday 
virtually to follow-up with Econo Run tasks. 

Under new business the Orphaned and 
Discontinued car show was discussed and it 
was agreed to ask Dave Andrews if he would 
chair that event. 

Good of the club was given and the meeting 
adjourned at 8:35pm. 

Ron Backman



CNW Spring Tune-up Day at Ron Backman’s 

Dave Andrews brought his Greenbriar to change out the fuel filter, that’s him bottom center getting it done. 
Aaron Coots’ sharp Corsa hit the lift for some alignment fine-tuning. Rear bulbs were fixed on two Earlies. 

CNW had super TUD at 
Ron’s on May 7. About 
25 members were there 
with 9 Corvairs. Repairs 

were done, tires were 
kicked,  tech was talked 
and food was eaten. It 

was sure great to be with 
old and new members! 

Thank you Ron! 

Lauren Burton was ably assisted in her efforts to chase down the faulty bulb, it was a bad ground. Ron gave 
a fuel system Tik-Tok (not) Tech Talk. Dave A. and Jim Brossard admire a very clean Spyder engine. 

Dick Hull takes the lead on helping Arron check the rear alignment on the Corsa.  Jim B. and new member  
Brandon examine a cylinder head. Another new member, Joe Grubbs, working an Early bulb issue. 

Rob Leone knows all the best mechanics are able to smile even while flat on their back! Down and dirty  
under a Rampside for a fuel filter swap. Look there! CNW swag with the brand new logo, thanks  Lauren! 
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 WANTED

                                            I’m looking for a set of                                                                         This is a special 
                                            Hand aluminum wheels                                                                       auction item 
                                            are 13” by 5 or 5.5” Corvair                                                                  that you will
                                            bolt pattern. Contact                                                                             WANT. It will
                                            Richard Haskell at                                                                                  be offered 
                                            sushas@msn.com                                                                           soon in it’s        
                                                                                                                                                                OEM box!

FOR SALE

1961 Corvairient 

This vehicle originated as a 1961 Greenbrier but was modified in the early 2000s as the Corvairient. It 
is now a dual cab pickup owned by Gretchen Pfueller out of Bellingham. As  many of you know Gale 
Pfueller passed away recently after a long interest and Gretchen has no need for pickup and asked if I 
(Carl Jones) would help her sell it. I don’t currently have any more information to share but will be 
showing the pickup at the Northwest Corvair Econo-Run May 21-22. I will have all information 
available then. If you are interested call me at 253-988-2275 after May 18th. Here are three pics to 
whet your appetite.

 

 

mailto:sushas@msn.com


Other Types of Corvairs

Cord 8/10 Sportsman

The picture above belongs to new Corvairs Northwest members Roger and Virginia Susick. The article 
below is offered with permission from Hemmings News.

In August 1964, a once-proud automotive name rose from the ashes like a mechanical phoenix. With 
longtime brand devotee Glenn Pray at the helm, the Cord Automobile Company began producing 
coffin nosed Cords in 8/10 scale, constructed with modern mechanicals and space-age body materials. 
Those people devoted to one of the world’s first  continuation cars are gathering this year to celebrate 
the car’s 5oth anniversary.

Glenn Pray, who died in March 2011 at age 85, was not an automaker by trade. An Oklahoma shop 
teacher who turned wrenches in his spare time for supplemental income, Pray had a passion for Cord 
automobiles that ran to his boyhood days, he owned 13 Cords of his own. When the corporate 
remnants and spare parts of the defunct Auburn Cord Duesenberg Company hit the market in 1960, it 
was Pray (with financial backing from Chevrolet dealer Wayne McKinley) who acquired them. From 
there, it was a logical next step to resurrect the Cord name on a new automobile, though neither Pray 
nor McKinley had the skills to design a new car from the ground up.

Enter Gordon Buehrig, the designer of the original Cord 810, who convinced Pray that the time was 
right for a smaller version of the same car, carrying the Cord name. Buehrig, then employed by Ford, 
created a clay model of the proposed car and even supplied an answer to one of its most daunting 
engineering challenges by suggesting the use of the existing Chevrolet Corvair’s transmission, 
differential and engine were repurposed for the new Cord, kept in the same orientation with the 
differential centered over the drive wheels, the transmission in front and the engine in the rear.
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Though the output from the Corvair’s air-cooled, horizontally opposed six-cylinder engine was a 
modest 140 horsepower, it was sufficient to provide acceptable performance in the scaled-down Cord. 
At 100 inches, the wheelbase measured 8/10ths that of the original Cord 810 and the playful “Cord 
8/10” name was quickly embraced by Cord employees and the (although officially, the car was also the 
Cord Sportsman.

Perhaps the Sportsman’s most unique feature was a body made from U.S. Rubber’s “Expanded 
Royalite” thermoplastic material, consisting of two sheets of ABS plastic with a layer of ABS foam 
sandwiched in between. The new material was light, strong and by U.S. Rubber’s calculations, 
significantly cheaper to tool than steel. In a bit of sensationalistic advertising, driver John Fitch 
piloted a Cord 8/10 Sportsman (the fourth production car built through a two layer brick wall at 30 
MPH to show the of Royalite. While the car came through the stunt with some degree of damage, it 
was nowhere near the amount one  would expect from a comparable steel-bodied car; when denting 
did occur in the real world, Royalite could be repaired with only the use of an industrial heat gun to 
warp the material back into proper shape.

Looking for an automotive application to highlight its new “synthetic steel” U.S. Rubber agreed to 
provide the Cord Automobile Company with the tooling necessary to create the 8/10’s body panels, 
and further agreed to provide marketing and PR support. This certainly helped the Cord Automobile 
Company move forward in building the 8/10, but further funding would be needed to take the car 
(and the company) into full production. A talented public speaker (and by all accounts a charming 
spokesman), Pray had little trouble attracting investors to assist with funding the new Cord, but this 
ultimately proved to be his undoing.

With investors taking an active role in the management of the company, the Cord 8/10 Sportsman 
was rushed into production before Pray believed the car was fully sorted. When the same investors 
required a component-by-component list of the parts used in the 8/10 before Pray had finalized its 
construction, Pray pushed back and refused to compile the requested information. In January of 
1966, he was ousted from the very company he’d founded and six months later, in July of 1966, the 
Cord Automobile Company shut the doors of its newly constructed Tulsa, Oklahoma factory for good.
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                   Econo Run   
The point 2.0

May 20th - 22nd 2022 at the point casino & hotel 

7989 NE Salish Ln Kingston, WA 98346 

As the storms clear and the sun is on the horizon, 

it’s time to dust off the vairs and put ‘em to the test!

Friday: registration & meet n greet

Saturday: EconoRun & awards 

Sunday: swap meet & car show

Lodging – Reserve now as space is limited

The Point Casino and Hotel - $199*per night (360) 297-0070
7989 NE Salish Ln. Kingston, Washington 98346
(Host Hotel - Mention the Corvair event for the $199 rate)

Fairfield Inn & Suites - $134 *per night (360) 394-0055
22022 Quickstep Ct. NW Poulsbo, Washington 98370

Guesthouse Poulsbo - $82 *per night (360) 697-4400
19801 7th ave. NE Poulsbo, Washington 98370

Poulsbo Inn & Suites - $121*per night (360) 779-3921
18680 Wa-305 Poulsbo, Washington 98370

online registration: 

www.corvairsnorthwest.org   *Online Reg opens 3/7/22

mail-in registration: 

Corvairs Northwest

 P.O.  Box 58561 Tukwila Wa, 98188

Come join us at the point for a weekend of fun, family, and the love of our vairs!!!
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Name Fee T-Shirt T-Shirt-Size (Men adult size) 

Participant   $30 $25 
☐ S ☐ M ☐ L ☐ XL ☐ XXL 

Additional Adult 
Participant 

  $10 $25 
☐ S ☐ M ☐ L ☐ XL ☐ XXL 

Child Participant   $5 $25 
☐ S ☐ M ☐ L ☐ XL ☐ XXL 

Child Participant   $5 $25 
☐ S ☐ M ☐ L ☐ XL ☐ XXL 

Total Amount Due         
  

Car 1 Registration   Year  Model   Color  
      
Engine  Transmission  License Plate  
      

Car 2 Registration  Year  Model   Color  
      

  Engine  Transmission  License Plate  
Club Membership    

 

 

Hold Harmless Agreement:  

The undersigned agrees to hold harmless the Corvair Society of America, Corvairs Northwest, The Point Hotel & Casino 

and their respective officers, directors, members and assigns against any and all claims arising out of or in connection with 

participation in this event. The undersigned also certifies that he/she has public liability insurance covering the operation 

of the automotive vehicle(s) identified above. 

 

 

Signature________________________________________________________________Date______________________ 

EconoRun The Point 2.0 

Registration 

May 20th – 22nd 2022 RAIN OR SHINE! 

Host hotel: The Point Casino and hotel 

7989 NE Salish Ln Kingston, WA 98346  (360) 340-9700 

 

Online registration: 

www.CorvairsNorthwest.org   *Online Reg opens 3/7/22 

Mail registrations: 

Print this page, complete and send a check payable to 

Corvairs Northwest C/O David Thatcher 

PO Box 58561 Tukwila WA 98188 
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