
 

The Month of The Month of Love
(So what if it’s not the summer of)

February is the month of love, or so say the candy stores, florist 
shops and greeting card companies! But who am I to say February 
shouldn’t be the month of love. Instead, let’s just go with it and add 
a couple of features to the Vair-iety that I hope you’ll love.

If you do love the new features or just like them you will have to 
help keep them on board by submitting information and maybe 
you’ll even make a little money by doing so. 

The first new feature is on page 4 (but don’t skip pages 2 and 3) 
and it is a new FOR SALE page. Any Corvair related item that you 
want to pass along for free or at a price can be featured in the Vair-
iety. Simply send some pictures, the price, a brief description if it’s 
not obvious, contact number for other members to reach you and 
any other information you feel is pertinent to the item(s).

The second new feature will be articles on “other” Corvair vehicles. 
We are starting out with one of the greatest non-corvair Corvairs of 
all, the Devin C. It is a fiberglass bodied, Corvair powered land 
racer. The mix of beauty and speed makes one salivate. I would like 
to thank Ben Branch, the Senior Editor for Silodrome for the use of 
his article and the photos. This vehicle is for sale but I thought it 
would be more appropriate for it to have it’s own article rather 
than be bunched among a few used parts. I hope you agree that 
that this is a very unique and special vehicle and worthy of the 
Corvair badge.

If you have a unique non-corvair Corvair you would like to see 
featured here in the Vair-iety please contact me at 
carloftacoma@gmail.com and let’s discuss it.
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COMING EVENTS

MONTHLY
Board of Directors 
Meeting
1st Saturday of each month 
Conference Call 9:30 AM
Members Meeting
3rd Saturday of each month 
Rockin Bowl Cafe 1624 E. 
Main, Puyallup, 8:30-9:30 AM
MAY
7th  Tune-Up Day 
Ron Backman’s Garage 
18811 Nutmeg St., Rochester
9 AM – 3 PM
20th-22nd Northwest 
Corvair Econo-Run 
Exact location TBD but will be 
in East King or Snohomish 
County
JUNE
12TH Orphan & 
Discontinued Car Show 
Griot’s Garage 3333 S. 38th St, 
Tacoma 10 AM- 2 PM
JULY
Dean Smith Memorial 
Cruise Exact date and route 
TBD
SEPTEMBER
5th Air Cooled Autumn Car 
Show Triple X, 98 NE Gilman 
Blvd., Issaquah 10 AM-3 PM
OCTOBER
12th  Fall Tune Up Kent 
Sullivan’s Garage 6408 125th 
Ave., Kirkland, 10 AM-3 PM
DECEMBER
12th  Christmas Party 
Griot’s Garage 3333 S. 38th 
Street, Tacoma 10 AM-2 PM

VAIR-IETY
FEBRUARY                                                                                                2022

mailto:carloftacoma@gmail.com


CNW members:

Hello club members, I hope my column finds you and your family well. 

January's Board of Directors meeting was plentiful as we welcomed two members to the board giving 
us eight for 2022 and they are Dan Gabbert and Dave Andrews. We also held elections for this year 
and the following are your officers: Ron Backman, President; Rob Leone, Vice President; Adam 
Grambo, Secretary and David Thatcher, Treasurer.

Steering the helm of the good ship CNW along with the rest of the board we are looking forward to 
some exciting events that we are planning. I hope that our club can accomplish some important goals 
in 2022 such as increasing our membership and increasing our participation at events. 

The board is going to put a priority on making sure we advertise early and often to give every member 
and potential member plenty of notice that we want them there at the events. It was so refreshing to 
see folks enjoying one anothers company at the events we held in 2021 and hopefully it will increase 
this year. 

At the Orphaned and Discontinued Car Show we had 16 cars on limited advertisement and rain to 
boot. This year I hope we can at least TRIPLE that amount of cars which I am confident we can do. 

I hope everyone looks for exciting news of events coming up throughout this year and join us in 
creating a long-lasting friendship with others as we rally around this awesome car we love, the Chevy 
Corvair!

Ron
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THE STEERING COLUMN



BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
FEBRUARY 5, 2022

Attendees:
Ron Backman-President, Rob Leone-Vice President, David Thatcher-Treasurer, 
Adam Grambo- Secretary, Dave Andrews, Dan Gabbert, Troy Hull,
Carl Jones-Vair-iety Editor

Meeting promptly starts at 9:30 am. 

Due to trouble logging onto the video feed i came in just after ‘reports'.

Carl: Would like to get regular tech articles out every month. obviously new fresh ideas are
sought after but recycling past archives submitted is also an option. lots of good tech
ideas there.

Adam: The Coots family home is having to sell off their stock pile of Corvair parts that have
been accrued over the years. the proposed option is to have the garage sale open to all club
members Feb 20th (which is a Sunday). Garage will be open for a specific time between
morning and evening time. An email blast will be sent out later this week.

Ron: We need to put out more regular announcements for monthly member meetings. last
meeting was a low turn out. the big meeting where the presidents of other northwest clubs meet 
picked back up this last week. Ron mentioned that Regan Metcalf from Corsa Oregon thanked him for 
getting information out on what our club is up to including our future Northwest Corvair Econo-Run.

Northwest Corvair Econo-Run latest report:
Option #1 Hilton proposal was received and thus far everything looks reasonable. They have a
covered parking garage which they originally offered us 10 slots to be used for our car show. A
request for more spots would obviously be sent out
Option #2 The Sky Valley Inn (Best Western) Rob Leone will be reaching out to them to get their
final proposal. It does seem that it would be more economical for the club to hold their banquet at a 
restaurant 0vs having either hotel option host the banquet and provide their services. Lodging details 
as well as fliers and registration forms we hope to nail down prior to next months’ bod meeting. Once 
established we really want the information sent out to the Corsa Communique. Lauren mentioned 
that David Thatcher has a previous template that can be used for the Northwest Corvair Econo-Run 
flier. It was also mentioned that we really want to give the Northwest Corvair Econo-Run its own 
branding separate from our Orphan and Discontinued Car Show etc.

We need volunteers or appointees to help with the Northwest Corvair Econo-Run in the areas of gas 
attendant, course attendants, banquet entertainment and registration. Ron will look into food options 
for the banquet.

Spring Tune Up, May 7th is when it will be held. Possible tech sessions include fuel pump: mechanical 
vs electronic points.

Loose ends: Dan Davis will provide some Corvairs Northwest business cards.
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Do You Have A Car Or Part You Want To Sell? 
Then This Page Is For You!

Now is the time to run through your garage, shed, attic, or other storage areas to find those parts or 
perhaps a car, truck or van that you’ve been meaning to list and send the information to the Vair-
iety so the club can help you sell it. Send a detailed list, price and photo(s) and we will publish as 
many as we can to help you get the items sold. Email to: carloftacoma@gmail.com. 

We have two types of sales for you this month, a garage sale and a vehicle so if you’re looking to 
acquire any parts or perhaps another car one of these might be for you. Don’t blame your editor if 
your significant other gets a little upset with you however. In other words, don’t shoot the 
messenger, we are only                                                                          here to advocate, not to adjudicate.

The Coots family is having                                                                    a Corvair parts garage sale on 
February 20th from 10am                                                                     to 4pm at their home in Shelton. So 
here’s your chance to                                                                              you might get some good bargains. 
Get out your map and head                                                                  on down to 121 E. Snowy Owl Drive, 
Shelton, Washington.

Your second opportunity                                                                      is to buy John Benkert’s 1962 
Monza convertible. John                                                                      says it starts and runs and has a new 
metal pan, new fuel pump,                                                                  plugs, wires, distributor cap, brakes 
(although the brakes need                                                                   adjustinge. It’s a 4 speed with 
matching numbers, new                                                                       interior and 4 new tires. Still needs 
new top and paint.  Contact                                                                 John at jgbjohn1984@gmail.com. 
Here are a few pictures to                                                                    whet your appetite.  

mailto:jgbjohn1984@gmail.com


Other Types of Corvairs
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There are several models of Corvairs as manufactured and named by the factory but there have been 
more created over time by those who loved the technology behind the Corvair but wanted to create 
their own application for the technology. Today will start a series of those applications. While it is not 
the intent of this series to deter you from finishing your Corvair project to its original state maybe it 
will give you some ideas that you didn’t originally have.

Many of you have made minor modifications and some major ones this series will show you what can  
happen when you think way outside the box. The photos and article are republished here with 
permission of Ben Branch, Senior Editor of Silodrome. Read more articles at www.silodrome.com

The Devin C shown above is an original factory built model. It was built by Bill Devin and his team in 
1959. The cars developed by Devin deserve to be more famous than they are, in period they won 32 
SCCA races and they were six-time Pikes Peak Unlimited Class winners. There were a slew of other wins 
and podiums for Devin cars in the 1960s, in fact the cars are still racing successfully today against some 
of the fastest Ferraris, Maseratis, Jaguars, and Aston Martins of the era.

Bill Devin And The Devin C
Bill Devin was an accomplished racing driver who began designing and building his own cars in the 
early 1950s. There are other Devin cars with different engines but none more famous than the Devin C.
Devin made use of a then-new material called fiberglass that allowed him to build lightweight car bodies 
quickly and easily. 
The first cars built by Devin used a custom fiberglass body on a chassis he developed himself, fitted with 
engines and suspension components from a Deutsch-Bonnet Le Mans. 
Interestingly, it was Bill Devin who invented the use of a toothed timing belt in an engine, he developed 
a version of the Deutsch-Bonnet engine with cylinders and heads from a Norton Manx and used timing 
belts to drive the overhead cams. 
The Devin C you see here was built in-house by Bill Devin, it’s fitted with a high-performance Corvair 
engine, it established sports-car records at California drag strips in 1961, and it raced at the 1961 Los 
Angeles Times-Mirror Grand Prix at Riverside against legendary drivers.



Bill Devin – “The Enzo Ferrari of the Okie Flats”
Though he’s best-known today for the Devin series of sports cars he developed, Bill Devin was also an 
accomplished, race-winning driver in his own right, and he was a talented amateur engineer who 
pioneered the use of toothed timing belts for engines.

Working with Norton motorcycle racer Don Evans, Devin took the cylinders and heads from two 
Norton Manx motorcycles and adapted the two-cylinder boxer Panhard crankcase to work with them. 
He then drove twin belts to operate the overhead cams in the Norton heads. Sadly he never patented 
his invention, if he had he would likely have become an exceedingly wealthy man due to the rapid rise 
popularity of belt driven overhead cams in cars and motorcycles in the decades since. After buying a 
small Crosley Hotshot and modifying it to race in 1949, Devin enjoyed immediate success on track as 
a driver – winning the novice race on his first outing as a racing driver at Buchannan Field.

By 1953 Devin had ordered a Ferrari 250MM with the aim of racing it at the 24 Hours of Le Mans, 
when he arrived in Italy it wasn’t yet ready so he bought a Ferrari 166MM Touring Barchetta and a 
Ferrari 340 America.

He would debut the 240MM stateside in the Sports Car Club of America Madera race – he finished 
third in the novice event before turning the car over to Phil Hill, who won the main event.
It would be the sale of the 250MM that would change the course of Devin’s life, he took a small front-
wheel drive Deutsch-Bonnet in part trade for the Ferrari and though he didn’t know it at the time, the 
Deutsch-Bonnet would start him off as an automaker in his own right.

He created his first fiberglass mold using the Deutsch-Bonnet body, modifying it and then fitting it to 
a chassis he designed powered by his unique Panhard-Norton engine with those belt driven overhead 
cams.

The Corvair-Powered Devin C Shown Here
The Devin C you see here was built by Devin in 1959, it’s one of the first of 21 examples built, and 
shortly after it left the factory it was used by the Granatelli brothers for supercharger testing at the 
Bonneville Salt Flats.

After this the Granatellis also ran the supercharged car at various Californian drag strips, setting a 
new sports car record 12.44 second quarter-mile run at 109.75 mph in the process.

Once the supercharger had been removed this car was entered by its first owner into the LA Times-
Mirror Grand Prix at Riverside in October 1961 driven by Pete Woods.

In the 10 lap introductory qualifying race Woods would race shoulder to shoulder with the likes of 
Stirling Moss, Jim Hall, Dan Gurney, Roger Penske, Jack Brabham, Bruce McLaren, Ken Miles, Walt 
Hansgen, George Follmer, and Augie Pabst.
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Sadly the engine seized before the main event, bringing Woods’ afternoon to an abrupt halt.
In the years after this, this car passed through a number of hands until it ended up with Phoenix-
based Corvair specialist Tom Schrum in 1993. Schrum undertook a full restoration on the car, with 
the bodywork being taken care of by specialist John Lee.

Schrum became ill in 2012 and the car needed to be sold on to have the restoration completed, Bud 
Bourassa took on the car and completed the restoration incorporating a few minor changes which 
included a conversion to disc brakes, installation of a wraparound windscreen, covered headlamps, 
different taillights and gearshift, and a MOPAR gas cap.

The car is now fitted with a racing specification Corvair engine with forged pistons and Weber 40 IDA 
carburetors, capable of 180 bhp.
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